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Agricultural  Marketing  Administration 


y^^^  1^  UNITED  STATES  DE?ARTl\ffiMT  OF  AGRI  CULTITRE 


No.  4-8  "jffi.IA  War  board"  Letter  vVash . ,  D.  C.  De.   28,-  1942 

Ri\.TIONING:     Secretary  YJ'ickard  in  radio  address  over  Nation-wide  hook-up  last 
night  (Dec.  27)     announced  that  he  has  called  for  rationing  of  all  canned,  dried 
and  frozen  fruits  and  vegetables,  including  fruit  juices.     Point  system  of 
rationing  will  be  used.     Program  is  to  become  effective  as  soon  as  Office  of 
Price  Administration  can  set  up  m.achinery.     (it  is  hoped  that  program  will  be  in 
effect  early  in  February. ) 

Office  of  War  Informati on -Direct or  Elmer  Davis  spoke  on  broadcast  v^dth  Secretary 
V.ickard,  and  discussed  reason  for  announcing  the  rationing  program  in  advance  of 
the  effective  date.     (it  is  urged  that  FDA  n'B  members  pay  particular  attention  to 
this  reasoning,  vihich  explained  that  only  v^ray  rationing  could  be  started  was  to 
announce  it  in  advance,     OPA  couldn't  handle  program  mthout  training  the 
1,500,000  voluntary  v/orkers  vrho  will  be  needed  to  institute  program  aiid  educate 
consuiTiers  and  merchants  on  its  details.) 

Point  rationing  for  these  processed  fruits  and  vegetables  and  juices  irxW  be 
followed  by  similar  programs  for  other  products,  including  meat. 

Copies  of  addresses  of  Secretary  1/ickard  and  O'J  Director  Davis  will  be  mailed 
all  FDA  WB  members  as  soon  as  available.     You  are  urged  to  read  and  re-read 
both  addresses  to  become  familiar  vdth  details  of  program  and  in  order  to  answer 
the  questions  that  are  expected  to  arise. 

IffiAT:     More  equitable,  di  stribution  of  available  supplies  of  mxat  will  be  sought 
under  a  pro'gram  in  which  the  Nation's  m.eat  industry,  through  the  American  Meat 
Institute,  vail  cooperate.     The  industry  will  determine  where  there  are  local 
shortages  resulting  from  wartime  factors  such  as  population  shifts,  transportt-ti o] 
difficulties,  price  ceilings  and  restriction  orders  tjid  will  take  steps  to  see 
that  supplies  of  meat  are  made  available.     In  announcing  progrtin,  Secrett.ry  Vdck;. 
pointed  out  thut  the  industry  is  well  equipped  to  hundle  the  problem  and  thc.t  sue 
rn  approach  vrould  be  better  than  additional  governmental  regulation.    IThilc  it  is 
not  possible  to  increase  total  civilian  meat  supplies  bccuse  of  requiromfnts  of 
our  own  armed  forces  end  our  dlies,  thf,  Secrettxy  promised  that  every  practical 
stf  p  will  be  tcicn  to  distribute  equitably  supplies  thf.t  are  available,  Tv,ro 
definite  steps  alre-.dy  hr  ve  been  taken.     To  relieve  immediate  shortages,  o;  ckers 
have  been  permitted  to  begin  using  salcs^  quotas  for  Janut.ry-March  period  during 
l-.st  12  d!.ys  of  this  month.     More  permanent  action  was  t:ken  in  elimination  of 
uneven  price  ceilings  in  different  areas.     This  is  expected  to  improve  distribuUc 
in    those  areas  that  were  short  in  supply  for  some  weeks  because  of  low  price 
ceilings  in  relation  to  price  maximums  in  other  areas. 

In  v/orking  program.,   a  temporary  shortage  of  certain  meats,  will  not  be  considered 
a  total  meat  shortage.     That  is,  if  no  beef  is  available  for  a  short  period,  con- 
sumers probably  vdll  have  to  take  pork,  veal,  lijnb,  v^.riety  meats  such  as  liver, 
tongue,  etc.,  or  poultry  or  suafood. 

Increased  Government  requirements  and  an  abnormally  large  consumer  dem.and  has 
caused  meat  shortage.     Consximers  with  larger  incomes  are  seeking  about  25  percent 
more  meat  than  they  bought  in  1941,     While  farmers  increased  meat  production  by 
about  this  amount.  Government  requirements  vdll  more  than  absorb  the  increase... 
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RESIGiTi-TIOIT;     Donvld  E,  Ilontroni' ry,   Con:um:  rG'  Counr^cl  of  USDa  hr.c  rrsirncd, 
effective  December  51,     This  office,  under  FDA,  "'.all  be  filled  vdthin  r..  fciv 
dt.yc,  FDA  Director  Hendrickson  r.cceptod  lir,  Montgomery's  resign:  tion  v/ith 
regret  end  st-:.ted  tht  t  he  hcd  been  directed  by  Secret:  ry  "'ick^rd  to  grec.tly 
strengthen  und  expi-rid  consumer  ;:ork, 

COTTOI::     Purchase  o:  '.bout  200,000  bcJes  of  cotton  on  open  ]T:c.rkct  is  contcmplc  tee 
by  FDA.     Seeking  offers  of  Middling  end  Strict  laddling  grt.de  :.nd  1",  1-1/32"  :.nc 
1-l/lS"  stcple  1  ength  from  norr  until  Jc.nuc.ry  9,  closing  d^.te  of  purch.  se  offer, 
Purch.'ses  v.ill  b(-  irii.de  on  besis  ol  lovfcst  figures  of  closing  rc.ngc  of  prices  of 
Mc.rch  contr;.cts  on  either  IJew  Orleans  or  New  York  cotton  cxch&ngcs  on  :"- fc<.y 
preceding  de.te  of  acceptance  of  offers,   or  at  prices  quoted  by  offerers,  Biddert 
are  requested  not  to  make  offers  of  less  than  50  talcs  of  one  grade  and  staple 
nor  of  less  than  100  bales  for  delivery  ut  any  one  vrurehouse,     ^otton  d.-livered 
in  V/archouses  locutt,d  on  trunk-line  transportation  is  desired.  Irrigt-.ted 
cotton  is  not  v.ranted  since  previous  purchases  and  Commodity  Credit  Corporation 
stocks  of  that  type  are  ample"  to  meet  present  requirements.     The  bette  r  quality 
cotton  that  is  being  sought  is  necessary  for  militai-y  requirements  abroad.  Stocl 
of  short  staple  cotton  abroad  are  sufficient.     This  purchase  program  is  expected 
to  furnish  requirements  of  i^llied  Nations  through  early  fall  of  1943,,, 

FX E LD  ?U'  CHi'^S E  OPE 'iUJ^ I OL^S  :     Practically  c.ll  field  purchase  programs  have  been 
discontiniAcd.     Of f-  r  and  acceptance  purchase  program:  for  apples  in  "^.■ashington 
and  Oregon,  scheduled  to  start  during  past  veek,  has  b^en  postponed  until 
December  2  8... 

FiJ?M  MOBILIZi-.TION  DAY  has  be^n  set  for  January  12»     FDA  Director  H.ndrickson 
has  expressed  hope  that  all  people  in  FDA  "dll  tak;^  a  full  part  in  th'  progr^^m 
•tot:Jce  the  Nation's  c^.ll  for  production  to  farm  p^voplc  £.nd  to  help  thi_m  ansv::  r 
that  call. 

REOEGi\NIZ.-TION     of  .Jl.  into  FD..  is  proceeding.     Interdepartmental  Committee 
composed  of  rc  pr-  sentatives  of  USDi-,  Vjf^r  Production  Board  and  Budget  Bureau 
are  v/orkihg  out  details  of  transfer  of  certain  '/,'PB  activities  to  FDi..     It  is 
hoped  tht.t  this  v/ill  be  cleared  up  in  a  fev;  days. 


